3-    War, Trade and Economics

THE fourteenth and fifteenth centuries form a period of war
broken by scanty intervals of peace. The Hundred Years War
with France brought nothing to either side and drained the
resources of both combatants, while France bought victory at
an even greater price than England paid for defeat. The earlier
period of the contest is marked by the increase of luxury in
England; war as usual gave an impetus to certain trades,
employed any surplus workmen, and gave a career to those
adventurous spirits who found little scope for their activities at
home. The shipbuilders, the armourers, the victualling tracks,
the clothiers, in the fourteenth century even as in the twentieth,
for a time did fine business. As the successful armies of Edward
swept over northern France, and at first by twos and threes,
and later by tens and hundreds, dischargee! soldiers found their
way home, in days when ' loot' was often the only way of
paying the warrior, the wealth and luxuiy of their rich enemy
was transferred across the Channel. England itself, guarded
by its narrow seas, escaped almost entirely the devastations of
war. A few ol her coast towns, like Rye, weie burnt and her
ships destroyed by raids from French harbours, but the country
itself wont on as iisual, while the annexation of Calais gave
England entire command of sill the ,sea routes from northern to
southern Europe. France, on the other hand, suffered for the
best part of tho hundred years all the horrors of a war on her
own soil, aggravated by bands of mercenaries and companies,
who, while they sold their services to the highest bidder, liarried
equally under both flags tho unfortunate land over which they
fought. So serious was the disorder and devastation that the
great fairs of Burgundy ceased and the French overland trade
route was closed. Mediterranean trade found its way increas-
ingly by sea, that sea of which Edward III claimed ' the sove-
reignty ', though he did little to make the claim a reality.

We have seen that Edward Ill's commercial policy was not